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Tony Costello, FAIA, is a native New Yorker who in September of this year completed his 

50th year as an architectural educator/practitioner at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. 

He currently holds the title, Irving Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Architecture, having 

retired as a full-time, faculty member in 2005 though remaining in an adjunct capacity teaching 

one course per year entitled, Socially Responsible Planning and Design in The Third World.   

Tony is also the principal of C+A COSTELLO + ASSOCIATES, a one-man, architecture and urban 

design firm he founded in Muncie in 1976.  Although a limited-practice firm in scope, C+A has 

won a number of awards in the AIA Indiana and AIA Indianapolis Design Awards Program for 

architecture, urban design, newspaper journalism and research & development, the latter for 

his current focus on strengthening concrete masonry construction in Haiti.   

Tony’s five-decade career as an educator/practitioner has resulted in him being recognized as 

one of the national pioneers in community-based, urban planning and design education with 

his founding and direction of the Community-Based Projects Program in 1969 and both the 

Muncie Urban Design Studio (MUDS) and Small Town Assistance Program, in 1980.  Combined, 

these programs have won over 35 awards for student and public education as well as urban 

design, affordable housing and historic preservation from the AIA, American Planning 

Association (APA), Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) and U.S. 

Department of HUD.  Among these, two of the most prestigious awards were received in 2002 

from the ACSA recognizing Ball State as one of the three oldest, continuous, university-based, 

urban design studios in the country and that year’s Sandi Servaas Memorial Award from the 

Indiana Landmarks Foundation for MUDS’s role in preserving and adaptively reusing Muncie’s 

Historic Wilson School. 

Tony was elevated to fellowship in the AIA in 2001, served on its national board from 2005-

2008, chaired the AIA 150 Blueprint for America from 2006-2008, and was the first-ever 

recipient of AIA Indiana’s Gold Medal when it was instituted in 2012. 

Over the last twenty-five years, Tony has chaired a number of juries for state AIA design award 

and masonry industry design awards programs and presented the “jury comments.” 

Tony received a B.ARCH degree in 1965 from the Middle East Technical University in Ankara, 

Turkey, which he attended as a Fulbright Scholar and earned a B.ARCH degree with honors 

from Pratt Institute in 1966 and received the school’s Dean’s Medal.  He earned a Master’s 

Degree in Urban Design from Columbia University in 1967 and was awarded a William Kinne 

Fellows Travelling Fellowship for study in Europe in the summer of 1967.  After ten years of 

teaching he received a Lilly Endowment Faculty Fellowship and did a year of post-graduate 

work in preservation law and public policy at Harvard University and M.I.T.. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


